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might be unduly elated by the gift he had received. He therefore wrote him a special letter, earnestly warning him against this danger.1 " I know, my dear brother, that Almighty God shows forth great miracles through you among the people He has chosen. Therefore you must rejoice over the heavenly gift with fear, and fear while you rejoice. You have reason to rejoice because the souls of the English are led through the outward miracles to the inward grace; but you have reason to fear lest, while the miracles are wrought, the weak mind should be exalted in self-confidence, and so the very circumstance, which outwardly raises you high in honour, should inwardly cause you to fall through vain-glory. For we ought to remember that when the disciples returned from their preaching with great joy, and said to their Heavenly Master : Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy Name, they heard at once the words: In this rejoice not, lut rather rejoice "because your names are written in heaven. "When they rejoiced over the miracles, they were thinking only of a passing joy, possessed by themselves alone. But they were recalled from the joy which is personal to that which is public, from that which is temporary to that which is eternal, when it was said to them: In this rejoice that your names are written in Jieaven. For miracles are not wrought by all the elect, but all the elect have their names written in heaven. And the disciples *of the Truth should not rejoice save in that blessing which is common to them all, in which the joy is endless. It remains, then, my dear brother, that while God works through you outwardly, you should always strictly examine yourself inwardly, and should recognize clearly both what you are yourself, and how great is God's favour towards that nation, for the conversion of which you have received the gift of showing signs and wonders. And whenever you find that you have sinned against our Creator in word or deed, bear the fact constantly in mind, that the recollection of guilt may keep down the rising vanity of the heart. Whatever power you have received, or shall hereafter receive, of working miracles,
1 Epp. xi. 36; Baeda1 Hist. Eccl. i. 31. For date, see H. and S. iii. p. 32. The only instance of Augustine's miracles reported by Bede is the healing of a blind man (IT. E. ii. 2). Compare the testimony of the old man in Gocelin Vita Aug. 49 (quoted above, p. 105, n. 1). Baeda H. E. ii. 1 implies that others of the mission besides Augustine wrought miracles; and this is expressly asserted by Gocelin Vita Aug. 20.